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Joseph Amrine and Reggie Grif-fin are two African American 
men who were convicted of crimes 
they did not commit, were sen-
tenced to death, and currently make 
up 50 percent of the total death row 
exoneration rate of Missouri. They 
are using their personal experiences 
to try and spread the word about the 
corruption that takes place within 
court cases for inmates and how the 
death penalty almost killed them for 
crimes they were innocent of.
Amrine and Griffin spoke at the 
Millennium Student Center in Cen-
tury Room A at 12:30 p.m. on March 
16. They attracted such a crowd that 
more chairs had to be provided in 
order to seat all the attendees.
Griffin is a St. Louis native who 
was sent to a prison in Jefferson City 
after being charged for assault. Grif-
fin was later transferred to Moberly 
Correctional Center, where a series 
of events would take place, taking 
away 23 years of his life.
Griffin described the day he 
found out about a fellow inmates 
murder. Griffin had woken up, 
jogged around for a while, and he 
was then called in for count. He had 
lunch and then went to go wash his 
clothes for his recreational period.
“Around 2:30 p.m., some guys 
came in saying someone had been 
stabbed,” Griffin recalled. “I did not 
think much of it. People in prison 
get stabbed all the time.”
Around 4:00 p.m., two officers 
came to his cell with orders to lock 
him up with no knowledge as to 
why. Griffin was placed in solitary 
confinement and was held there for 
a possible investigation.
Griffin was not concerned, 
though. Around 30 or 40 other in-
mates were also considered sus-
pects. Griffin thought it would work 
itself out.
In 1988, a guard came to him 
and said to report to control cen-
ter. There, Griffin was shackled and 
taken to court with capital murder 
charges. He went through a series 
of hearings and was eventually told 
that the state intended to seek the 
death penalty for the crime he did 
not commit.
The jury found Griffin guilty af-
ter 45 minutes of discussion. How-
ever, Griffin received a copy of what 
they intended to use as aggravated 
circumstances, which were not his—
given the fact that they had another 
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Joseph Amrine takes to the podium to describe his time on death row for a crime he was innocent of.
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Journalist Jimmie Briggs Shares Story and 
Advice with Students
Prominent national journal-ist and St. Louis native Jimmie 
Briggs spent time on the University 
of Missouri-St. Louis campus last 
week to connect with UMSL stu-
dents. A crowd of approximately 
25 students gathered in the Student 
Government Association Chambers 
in Millennium Student Center on 
March 15 to listen to Briggs share 
his life story.
Hosted by The Current Student 
Newspaper, the event sought to give 
insight into the life of a successful 
self-made journalist and the sacri-
fices he made to achieve his stat-
ure. In learning about and opening 
a dialogue with someone who used 
writing to propel their career and 
establish their voice on a nation-
al and international level, students 
were able to directly gain insight 
and advice from someone who was 
once in their position.
A St. Louis native, Briggs moved 
to New York city after high school 
and has lived on the east coast since, 
working with Life Magazine and the 
Washington Post, while also free-
lancing with many other publica-
tions including Vibe, Source, XXL, 
and Time. In the spirit of reach-
ing and inspiring students, Briggs 
shared some wisdom he has learned 
throughout his career. “Everyone’s 
journey is different, especially in 
this field,” he said. “It takes a lot of 
luck and timing.”
Much of Briggs’ work focuses on 
disenfranchised groups across the 
world, as he works to give a voice to 
those who wouldn’t otherwise have 
one. “Too many stories pathologize 
their subjects,” Briggs said, wary 
that writing a story about a mar-
ginalized person or group of people 
could portray them as unhealthy or 
troubled by default. Briggs has de-
voted his professional life to reach-
ing out, no matter how difficult or 
dangerous, to these marginalized 
people.
By writing internationally pub-
lished stories on an AIDS crisis in 
East St. Louis, or covering stories 
pertaining to the issue of child sol-
diers, Briggs has worked to human-
ize his subjects and present their 
story in a just and objective manner. 
Joseph Salamon
News Editor
Continued on page 7
Jimmie Briggs inspires journalism students with his experience getting into the field.
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On March 11, Russian double agent Sergei Skripal and his 
daughter were found incapacitated 
on a park bench in south England, 
dosed with a military grade Russian 
nerve agent. British Prime Minister 
Theresa May has said that Russia is 
the prime suspect and is urging En-
gland to be prepared for more “ex-
tensive measures than those used 
against Russia during disputes in 
the past.”
Additionally, she believes that 
the Kremlin is intent on “disman-
tling the international rules-based 
order” and must be resisted. How-
ever, any British response to the 
Salisbury attack is unlikely to harm 
Vladimir Putin’s re-election chanc-
es. In fact, Putin himself has stated 
that he’ll wait until he is elected be-
fore answering questions about the 
event.
Two plausible explanations are 
either a direct act by the Russians 
against England, or the Russian 
government lost control of this po-
tentially catastrophically danger-
ous nerve agent and let it get into 
the hands of others. Russian for-
eign ministry spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova believes Prime Minister 
May’s speech is a “circus show in 
the British Parliament.” In addition, 
White House spokeswoman Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders said that the US 
agrees the poisoning was “reckless” 
and “indiscriminate,” but declined 
to comment on Russia.
It must also be said that Skri-
pal and his daughter were not the 
only victims of this nerve agent at-
tack. A British police officer who 
was the first to arrive on the scene 
was also taken to a nearby hospital 
and is currently hospitalized under 
serious condition. As many as 500 
civilians may have been exposed 
to traces of the nerve gas and were 
advised to wash their clothes and 
clean their possessions.
The Salisbury incident isn’t the 
only incident involving the murder 
or attempted murder of an ex-Rus-
sian agent. There was also the 2006 
death of Alexander Litvinenko, who 
was poisoned with radioactive po-
lonium 210. A British inquiry found 
that Russia was primarily respon-
sible for Litvinenko’s murder. In 
regard to a possible connection be-
tween Litvinenko’s murder and the 
attempted murder of Skripal, for-
mer Commissioner Ian Blair said, 
“It is vital to find out whether there 
is some pattern here.”
There are some ideas about 
how to retaliate against Russia in 
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Sanguine (adjective): cheerfully optimistic, hopeful, or 
confident. 
Sentence: Students will have a  sanguine disposition this week 
with the thought of spring break starting soon. 
presents
Hundreds Exposed to Nerve Agent in England
Christian Chen
Staff Writer
Continued on page 3
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This week in the Office of Stu-dent Involvement at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis:
•    Do you know someone who 
has gone above and beyond? Is there 
an event that has been particular-
ly impactful? The annual Student 
Leadership Awards give you the 
opportunity to honor the exemplary 
efforts of the people and organiza-
tions that make up Student Involve-
ment at UMSL. Nominations are 
accepted during the spring semester 
and the Leadership Awards Banquet 
is held on April 23.  Visit the Office 
of Student Involvement Leadership 
Programs portal on TritonSync for 
more information about each award 
and to submit your nomination. 
·        Join UMSL in celebrat-
ing Mirth Week by attending a live 
performance with comedian Les-
lie Jones. Known for her role in 
the “Ghostbusters” reboot and Sat-
urday Night Live, The New Yorker 
profiled Jones as an "‘SNL’ standout 
due to her brash sensibility, humor, 
and forceful presence."  Tickets are 
available now for $15 (students only) 
or $35 (general public).  Please visit 
the Blanche M. Touhill Performing 
Arts Center Ticket Office to pur-
chase your tickets.
·        University Program Board 
is once again hosting the Egg Hunt. 
This annual event gives students a 
chance to participate in a fun activ-
ity – the goal is to grab as many eggs 
as you can. Some eggs will be filled 
with candy, while others will con-
tain larger prizes. Which eggs will 
you get? Join UPB on March 21 on 
the Oak Hall Front Lawn from 8 to 
9 p.m. to find out.
The Office of Student Involve-
ment can be contacted at 314-516-
5291 or studentinvolvement@umsl.
edu.
The following is a series of dai-ly crime and incident reports 
issued by the University of Missou-
ri-St. Louis Police Department be-
tween March 9 and 12.
March 9: At 3:20 a.m., a suspi-
cious person was reported at the 
Kathy Weinman Center. A homeless 
person was escorted from campus. 
At 12:18 p.m., an UMSL student re-
ported a lost Ipad in the Millennium 
Student Center. 
March 10: At 12:05 a.m., UMSL 
PD and Residence Life responded to 
a loud party at University Meadows. 
The resident’s music was turned 
down. 
March 11: At 1 a.m., a suspicious 
person was seen at Mansion Hill. 
An UMSL student reported an un-
known male outside of building 1, no 
one was located. At 3 a.m., an UMSL 
officer found an UMSL student’ 
backpack in the MSC. The owner 
was notified. At 3:40 p.m., an UMSL 
student was treated and released by 
paramedics after complaining about 
being light headed at Mansion Hill. 
A delayed report was give from a 
student at University Meadows. An 
UMSL student reported being sex-
ually assaulted by an unknown male 
that entered their apartment and 
displayed a handgun. The incident 
occurred around 4:00 a.m. See Clery 
release 18-05.
March 12: At 12:30 p.m., an auto 
accident occurred on Lot I between 
two vehicles. Minor damage and 
no injuries were reported. At 3:06 
p.m., UMSL PD was notified of a 
large amount of blood in the walk-
way behind Oak Hall. At 4:19 p.m., 
UMSL PD responded to an argu-
ment between an UMSL student 
and a friend at University Mead-
ows. At 5:39 p.m., cash was found 
at Provincial House and turned in 
to UMSL PD. At 6:03 p.m., UMSL 
PD and Northeast FD responded to 
a minor kitchen fire in Mansion Hill. 
There was no damage and the fire 
news
Kat Riddler
Managing Editor
NRA Faces Backlash for Misleading 
Use of Sculptor’s Art in Video
the event that proof is found that 
Russia is indeed responsible. One 
is to expel Russian diplomats from 
the UK and to remove broadcast li-
cense of Russia’s English-language 
TV arm, RT. Other people have 
thought about preventing sports 
officials from attending this year’s 
soccer World Cup in Russia, more 
European Union-wide sanctions 
against Russia, and cutting Russian 
banks off from the Swift bank pay-
ment system.
Russia has vehemently dis-
agreed with allegations that the 
country is responsible for the poi-
soning. In fact, Russia has stated 
that it is willing to collaborate with 
England on an investigation, though 
it resents the notion that Russia is 
responsible. Russian diplomat Ser-
gei Lavrov has said that it is “un-
necessary to run out on TV with 
unfounded allegations in order to 
properly investigate the case.”
Ex-Russian Agent 
Killed in England
Continued from page 2
British sculptor Anish Kapoor has written a letter denounc-
ing the National Rifle Association 
(NRA) for using video footage of one 
of his famous works, “Cloud Gate,” 
claiming that he is “disgusted to see 
his work used by the NRA to “pro-
mote their vile message.”
The video in question, “The 
Clenched Fist of Truth,” an adver-
tisement narrated by NRA mem-
ber Dana Loesch, included a shot 
of “Cloud Gate.” The video shows 
Kapoor’s work only fleetingly, as 
crowds move around it in a time-
lapsed fashion, supposedly to crush 
the Second Amendment of the 
American Constitution. The NRA 
used “Cloud Gate” to suggest that 
these ideas constitute a “foreign ob-
ject” in our midst. It is unclear why 
the NRA has singled out this piece 
of work.
In the video, Loesch claims 
that the NRA is “freedom’s safest 
place.” To Kapoor, however, the 
video seems to promote xenopho-
bia, in an attempt to arm the pop-
ulation against an enemy that does 
not exist, in addition to stirring up 
fear and hate in America. In his let-
ter addressing the NRA, Kapoor cit-
ed recent shootings in Florida, Las 
Vegas, Texas and other towns and 
cities across America as justifica-
tion for calling for an accountabil-
ity system for the NRA
Kapoor has said that NRA’s 
“nightmarish and intolerant” vision 
perverts everything that “Cloud 
Gate” and America as a whole stand 
for. To him, art must be clear in its 
vision to recognize the dignity and 
humanity of all, regardless of creed 
or racial origin.
Christian Chen
Staff Writer
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"Cloud Gate" is located in Chicago. 
continiued online at 
thecurrent-online.com
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Sitting behind his desk in the Student Government Associa-
tion (SGA) office is Sean Burkett, 
senior, criminology and criminal 
justice. Burkett won the 2017 SGA 
president election. While it is dif-
ficult to get a lot accomplished as 
president in only one year, Burkett 
is particularly proud of the role he 
and the other SGA members played 
creating a safer campus.
Burkett grew up in Michigan. 
He began his studies at the Univer-
sity of Missouri-St. Louis in 2014. 
He was drawn into the programs 
of criminology and psychology that 
were offered by UMSL. This moti-
vated him to pursue his aspirations 
of a career in law enforcement. 
This ambition allowed him to move 
away from home and become more 
independent.
Burkett had little knowledge of 
SGA. His sophomore year he con-
nected with the president and vice 
president of the organization while 
a resident assistant at Oak Hall.
“I never really showed much 
interest in SGA but then I joked 
around one day that maybe I would 
run for comptroller,” Burkett said.
His friends encouraged him to 
run for the position with the prom-
ise of their backing. Burkett ran and 
was elected as comptroller. After 
the appointment, Burkett realized 
he wanted to aspire to be more.
“Not even a month into that job, 
I knew I wanted to be president of 
SGA,” Burkett said. “I knew that I 
wanted to do something more than 
budgets, I wanted to actually really 
make a difference on this campus.”
After his first year in SGA, Bur-
kett began a campaign to get him-
self elected as president of SGA. 
President Burkett is active on the 
Chancellors Board, the Chancellors 
Council, and meets with adminis-
tration regularly to advocate for the 
students of UMSL.
The Campus Safe Walk origi-
nally started in 2008, it consists of 
groups of students, faculty, staff, and 
administrators walking the campus 
to determine safety concerns. Bur-
kett is leading the walk to now al-
low a group to study the university’s 
portion of the MetroLink, a previ-
ously overlooked location. 
Burkett turned in a twenty-two-
page assessment of safety concerns 
spanning the entire campus. He is 
happy to see how quickly the ad-
ministration is addressing some of 
the issues. The concerns involv-
ing the MetroLink will require the 
collaboration of multiple organiza-
tions, which will take time.
He explains, “It is something 
that I believe will need to be contin-
ually brought up so that the conver-
sation is still there, and it’s definitely 
something that I want the future 
SGA to look into.”
Burkett does not take his posi-
tion lightly. The SGA constitution 
requires ten hours of office and/
or meeting time per week, Burkett 
nearly doubles that. Daily meet-
ings with various faculty, students, 
and campus organizations alone 
make up half of his time. Burkett 
receives more than 40 emails a day 
from students and makes it a point 
to respond to every email promptly. 
The massive time consumption of 
being the president still allows him 
to manage his studies and social life.
Burkett is graduating May 2019 
and the position of president of 
SGA will be open for a new student 
leader.
Burkett’s biggest agenda is push-
ing for a safer campus for students 
during his presidency. He is push-
ing for a safer community for all and 
plans to join the St. Louis County 
Police Academy this June.
Regarding the role and rewards 
of being president of SGA, Burkett 
had this to say: 
“You really have to be selfless 
to have this job because you’re the 
voice for 17,000 students. If I can 
advocate for students and if I have 
at least made one day better for one 
student, that’s all I need and that is 
my reward."
If you are looking for a colorful special effects filled flick over 
the weekend, you may be in luck. 
“A Wrinkle in Time” is an enter-
taining film, one with great themes 
and a ton of imagination to offer, but 
tends to falter with its pacing and 
structure.
“A Wrinkle in Time” is directed 
by Ava DuVernay and stars Storm 
Reid, Oprah Winfrey, Mindy Ka-
ling, Reese Witherspoon, and Chris 
Pine. It is based on the novel of the 
same name, written by Madeleine 
L’Engle. The story revolves around 
Meg, a young girl with a love for 
science who became an outcast to 
her schoolmates when her father 
suddenly disappeared. Meg and her 
genius and compassionate young-
er brother Charles go on a journey 
across space with the help of Mrs. 
Which, Mrs. Who and Mrs. Whatsit 
to save their father.
The biggest problem with “A 
Wrinkle in Time” is that those in-
volved in making it tried so hard to 
be faithful to the book by including 
as much as material as they could, 
but ultimately ended up hurting the 
film by doing so. By trying to cram 
in so many plot points, settings, and 
characters, the film felt overstuffed 
yet at the same time never fully 
fleshes out each situation the char-
acters find themselves in during 
its runtime of 109 minutes. Even 
the film adaptation of “Lord of the 
Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring,” 
which had a runtime of almost three 
hours, had to omit a number of char-
acters and events to make the plot 
more fluid and its central characters 
more dynamic (sorry, Tom Bomba-
dil and the Old Forest Fans).
One of my main problems with 
the book became much more evi-
dent when it was translated to the 
big screen: the character Calvin. Cal-
vin is Meg’s love interest who joins 
Meg and Charles on their journey 
to save their father. Calvin has no 
motives for going on this trip, hav-
ing never met their father and hav-
ing only talked to Meg and Charles 
a handful of times. Calvin explains 
he “had a feeling he should be here” 
when he first approached Meg, 
which comes off as hokey and awk-
ward. What makes matters worse 
is that by devoting valuable screen 
time to trying to flesh out Meg and 
Calvin’s relationship when there is 
no payoff, there were less scenes de-
voted to Meg and Charles interact-
ing. Because of this, the films climax 
revolving around Meg and Charles’ 
relationship does not pack as much 
of a punch as it could have.
One aspect “A Wrinkle in Time” 
gets right is its visuals. The film 
is popping with bright colors and 
beautiful, imaginative recreations 
of locales taken from the book. The 
bland, unsettling nature of Cama-
zotz is also well executed - though 
we only get a few minutes to see 
what it has to offer.
For the most part, the actors 
and actresses were cast very well. 
The stand-out performance comes 
from Reid, the fifteen year-old ac-
tress portraying Meg. Reid gives 
such an emotionally vulnerable per-
formance, capturing all the things 
that make Meg such a great charac-
ter. The performance is made even 
more impressive by her young age.
There were a few really well-do-
ne scenes that really stuck with me 
after leaving the theater. In one 
scene, Meg was given a vision of 
what IT does to people, showing 
how negative thoughts and desires 
affected people she knows, such 
as her bully, teachers, and minor 
characters that were suddenly giv-
en much more depth. The climax 
where Meg realizes her dad cannot 
fix all her problems and is taken into 
the heart of the IT (a dark, mysteri-
ous force acting as the film’s antag-
onist) is an emotional and exciting 
point for Meg’s journey that really 
stands out.
Meg is undoubtedly the heart of 
the movie and her journey is what 
makes “A Wrinkle in Time” worth 
the watch. She starts out as a mis-
understood, bullied girl with low 
self-esteem whose dad left her, 
her mom, and her brother without 
explanation. She starts her jour-
ney full of self-doubt in hopes that 
she can find her dad. Meg’s battle 
against her own doubt (her own 
“IT”) is what drives this movie and 
is a joy to watch, despite the movies 
shortcomings.
features and a&e
Kelly Mileur
Guest Writer
Sean Burkett: A Year as President of SGA
“A Wrinkle in Time” Has Some Flaws, 
But is Worth Your Time
Dustin Steinhoff
Staff Writer
The biggest problem with the movie is that it tries to fit as much from the book into the 109 minute movie. 
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Sean Burkett is proud of the work done on the Campus Safe Walk to make campus 
safer. 
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As if ripped from the video game world, people can now witness 
the origins of Lara Croft in the 2018 
film “Tomb Raider.” 
Lara Croft (Alicia Vikander) em-
barks on a perilous journey to her 
father's last-known destination, 
hoping to solve the mystery of his 
disappearance. The film is based 
on the 2013 video game of the same 
name, which is a reboot of the pre-
vious Tomb Raider film series star-
ring Angelina Jolie. It was released 
in theaters on March 16.
“Tomb Raider” has developed 
characters that you care for and an 
oversized atmosphere of adventure 
which made the audience feel at 
least a little of every emotion. These 
were the features the 2017 movie 
“The Mummy” lacked. While Tomb 
Raider downplayed the complexity 
and fun of figuring out puzzles as 
featured in “National Treasure,” the 
setting was visually stunning and 
lived up to the grandeur expected 
of a Hollywood movie.
The stunts, while some unreal-
istic, were to be expected since the 
plot was adapted from a video game 
and were an absolute blast to expe-
rience on the big screen! Once you 
get past some of the unrealistic as-
pects - like the father leaving puz-
zles for his daughter and extreme 
stunts that would have killed Lara 
in real life - this movie can only be 
described as an experience. The 
audience is always on edge, hearts 
pumping as they try to keep up with 
Lara on this crazy adventure. Be-
cause if you think you’ve seen ad-
venture, you haven’t seen “Tomb 
Raider.” From almost falling off a 
waterfall, being shipwrecked, to 
everything else you could possibly 
imagine, the world throws every 
obstacle at Lara and she is ready to 
face them all. 
Lara Croft is an amazing char-
acter. She is brave, determined, 
no-nonsense, and fun. However 
even when covered in bruises, she 
is a sensitive woman trying to find 
her father. Vikander, a rising star 
in acting, nailed this role. She was 
rippling with muscles and showed 
a range of emotions so incredibly 
believable.
The villain, played by Walton 
Goggins felt in his element with 
this role, playing a ruthless man 
who will do anything he needs to 
get back home to his family. What 
was refreshing about this villain was 
that he wasn’t all bad. The drive to 
get back to his family was something 
that the audience could connect to 
and understand.
The side kick and father were 
your standard side characters. No 
one was really as fleshed out as Lara. 
However, a pleasant surprise in the 
movie was the appearance of Nick 
Frost. He was in the movie for no 
more than 15 minutes and yet was 
an absolute hilarious delight.
The dialogue is nothing spe-
cial and the overall plot is cliché, 
it followed the story arc you would 
expect. Nothing was overly shock-
ing, but this was still a must watch. 
Tomb Raider doesn’t show you 
what’s happening, more as it invites 
you alongside to participate in the 
journey, either as Lara runs in the 
jungle while being shot at or dan-
gling from a collapsing airplane.
Fans of the video games will be 
surprised by the likeness, with some 
scenes being direct copies of the 
game. Of course there were some 
changes, but overall, the movie felt 
like one big video game and did jus-
tice to its original sources. We can 
all tell one thing: Lara Croft would 
be excellent at Ninja Warrior.  
While rated PG-13, this movie 
feels like it’s in a weird limbo. The 
majority of the film is family friend-
ly, filled with action you know kids 
are going to try to replicate when 
they get home, but there are some 
rare moments sprinkled throughout 
that were intense and seemed jar-
ring from the rest of the otherwise 
young movie. However, don’t let a 
handful of moments stop you from 
going to see it. “Tomb Raider” is a 
fun ride for anyone of any age. 
The director, Roar Uthaug, has 
never done a movie this big, and 
as debuts go, this was a great start. 
122 minutes zoomed by and it was 
worth every minute. “Tomb Raid-
er” was a constant thrill and you left 
with the feeling of adventure. The 
movie ended with the perfect gate-
way to a sequel and I am excited to 
see where Lara and I's next adven-
ture will take us.
arts & entertainment
Lara Croft is at it Again in the 'Tomb Raider'
Michelle Reynolds
Staff Writer
The "Tomb Raider" movie was based on the 2013 video game that was released. 
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Imagine the following scenario: you are at work and your em-
ployer or supervisor asks you to do 
something that you find unethical, 
or against your moral values, or your 
colleagues are seen doing something 
unethical or against your moral 
code. What do you do? Do you sit 
back and watch what happens, or 
do you act and speak up about it? 
Is there a proper course of action 
to deal with this situation without 
worsening the situation or getting 
yourself fired?
Dealing with ethical or moral 
conflicts in the workplace is tricky 
because the situation changes. It 
usually depends on what’s going 
on and who is involved. Each per-
son involved with a moral conflict, 
as well as the type of moral conflict 
specified, could affect how the eth-
ical issue is resolved.
For example, if it is one of your 
coworkers, it may damage your col-
league’s reputation, or destroy a 
friendship between the two of you. 
If it is your boss or supervisor, you 
could get fired. Knowing what to 
do is difficult, it helps to learn how 
people sometimes deal with these 
situations. For example, one cate-
gory of people you may encounter 
are ‘conformists.’ This type of per-
son typically follows orders with-
out questioning them and may look 
the other way if other people and/or 
their superiors do unethical things. 
They do not want to get involved be-
cause they would much rather fol-
low the crowd.
Another category of people can 
be considered as ‘navigators.’ They 
let their own moral conscience 
guide their actions, which imbues 
them with a sense of leadership and 
others learn to respect and count 
on them. They will succeed in life, 
but will eventually leave their jobs 
if there are unethical practices dis-
covered within.
A third category are called the 
‘negotiators.’ This kind of person 
makes up the rules as he or she goes 
along. If someone were to be caught 
drinking on the job, for example, the 
negotiator could wait and see if this 
act affects them negatively, or if oth-
er colleagues notice their behavior.
Finally, you have the ‘wigglers.’ 
These people take the routes that 
are most advantageous to them. 
They may lie to appease supervisors 
but may refuse to carry on with said 
lie when other people suspect the 
supervisor. Wigglers are generally 
greedy people, and this will eventu-
ally land them in trouble for tweak-
ing the rules for their own ends.
In realistic settings, people have 
been shown to possess a natural 
tendency to sympathize or empa-
thize with colleagues affected by 
other people’s actions. Most people 
agree that ethical problems could 
be solved if they were handled in 
a timely or professional manner. 
The real problem, however, is when 
people are afraid to speak up when 
ethical problems do arise in the 
workplace.
Now, personally I have never 
been a situation where an ethical 
problem arose at my internship, but 
I can say that I do have an idea of 
how I could handle a situation if 
such an incident arises. I agree that 
there are people that handle their 
problems in the workplace differ-
ently. I haven’t seen any of them per-
sonally, but I can be sure that such 
people are out there. Personally, I 
am more of a negotiator, but I also 
am big on accountability, though 
reporting dishonest behavior is 
sometimes better said than done. If 
I found my colleagues doing some-
thing suspicious I could talk to my 
supervisors. 
I would tell people who are read-
ing this and who are hesitant about 
speaking out about moral or ethical 
issues at work the following infor-
mation: if you see something, say 
something. Reporting an unethical 
incident is better than sitting back 
and doing nothing. The only way 
the accountability system works is 
if people actually went ahead and 
used it. Of course, you could look 
into what other people have done 
in situations and know what to ex-
pect the next time you take a certain 
course of action.
What I can say for sure is this: 
Once you actually take that diffi-
cult step of speaking up about un-
ethical practices or behavior that 
goes against ethical practices in the 
workplace, regardless of the out-
come, you can be assured that you 
at least took action instead of just 
sitting back and doing nothing at all.
 
Grogmar Grushnag, the bar-barian full blood orc, can be 
a devastating foe to face. Which is 
why the party uses him as a shock 
trooper to rip through anything and 
anyone in front of him to ensure that 
his friends can venture on safely. 
However, this is not some sappy plot 
for a fantasy movie. The ferocious 
Grogmar Grushnag is played by Jake 
Stewart in the tabletop roleplaying 
game, Dungeons and Dragons. 
Jake Stewart has autism and for 
him that means he can’t understand 
certain social cues. I met Jake in 
high school and I didn’t really un-
derstand why this kid I had class 
with was a tad “off.” I was curious 
and approached him to introduce 
myself and surprisingly to this day 
we remain friends. About two years 
ago I read an article stating that 
Dungeons and Dragons can help 
kids with autism and other special 
needs. I approached Jake’s parents 
with this article and asked if they 
thought Jake would be interested in 
Dungeons and Dragons. After con-
firmation with his parents, I invited 
Jake to our games. 
Jake has a very eager personal-
ity and likes to be the front man in 
most situations which is why Grog-
mar fits him. But has planning sur-
prise attacks on goblin camps really 
helped him? Well I sat down with 
Jake and I asked him if he thought 
he was learning anything or if there 
was any value to Dungeons and 
Dragons other than having fun. 
Jake told me that having a sched-
uled game night where he knew 
his friends would be, put his mind 
at ease during the week. Jake dis-
likes random hang outs and prefers 
planned and scheduled events. He 
even told me that since he has an ac-
tive mind that puts him everywhere 
all at once he can focus two or three 
steps ahead of the Dungeon Mas-
ter (the person in charge of running 
the campaign or the “referee” of the 
game). Jake also told me that play-
ing has taught him to understand 
what patience is. Since you can only 
speak or act out when it is your turn. 
Jake is not the only friend with 
special needs I DM (Dungeon Mas-
ter) for. I decided that if I can play 
my all-time favorite game and help 
out a few new friends than why 
stop? In order to run a bigger game 
I needed help. I’m not a psycholog-
ical professional, so I got help from 
Dr. Raffael Boccamazzo who spear-
heads the Aspiring Youth camp in 
Seattle, Washington that specifical-
ly deals with games that teaches so-
cial skills and empathy. Though he 
does confess to being a Dungeons 
and Dragons nerd as well. 
Dr. Boccamazzo explained to me 
that there are many programs that 
use role-play to work a number of 
issues in society. He states that us-
ing Dungeons and Dragons as a tool 
really teaches these kids perspec-
tive and can really teach them in a 
360 degree kind of way. Dungeons 
and Dragons grants an amazing 
framework that isn’t too daunting 
which makes it great because that 
means anyone with enough knowl-
edge on the mechanics of the game 
itself can really just sit down with 
some new friends and play. At the 
same time it teaches certain lessons 
that everyone around the table can 
grasp. As long as we have a fun game 
planned and pizzas, some type of 
social lesson will be taught without 
even bringing up autism, anxiety, or 
introvertism. 
People from all places and 
creeds may benefit from Dungeons 
and Dragons. As backed by Jake and 
the other players and as studied by 
Dr. Boccamazzo. As long as no one 
rolls a natural 1 that is.
opinions and news
Colorful Dice Coaching Colorful Minds
Dennis Tahirovic
Guest Writer
Dungeons and Dragons utilizes seven multi-sided dice like these to determine in-game events and their outcomes.
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Christian Chen
Staff Writer
Dealing with Moral Conflicts at Work
Ethical and moral issues can become even more challenging when they arise in a work 
environment.
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He pinpointed his work covering 
the lives of child soldiers in Rwan-
da and the Congo as a turning point 
in his journalism career. “It was like 
this cycle of war,” Briggs said.
After years of traveling to and 
from Africa to cover these psycho-
logically jarring stories, Briggs even-
tually had to take a step back. “I was 
burned out from the grind of it,” he 
admitted. During his seven year hia-
tus from journalism, Briggs focused 
on tangential ways to make an im-
pact on these issues he held closest 
to him.
During the 2010 World Cup in 
South Africa, Briggs launched the 
Man Up Campaign, a non-profit 
global initiative mobilizing young 
people to stop violence against 
women and girls through arts, 
sports, and technology. The initia-
tive focuses on developing coun-
tries, mainly in Sub-Saharan Africa, 
the Middle East, and Latin America.
Briggs returned to journalism 
to work on a collection of approx-
imately 80 oral histories from St. 
Louisans affected by the events in 
Ferguson in 2014 after the Michael 
Brown verdict. His new project is an 
extension of his desire to humanize 
subjects in delicate stories.
Briggs was on campus through-
out last week, speaking at the JC 
Penney Conference Center on 
March 13 and on March 16 in addi-
tion to his March 15 presentation. 
He wants to share his experiences 
with the local community he grew 
up around and, in doing so, inspire 
young people to give back to their 
communities as well.
Journalist Briggs Shares Story and Advice
Continued from page 1
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Briggs launched the Man Up Campaign during the 2010 World Cup in South Africa. 
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President Donald Trump re-
turned to Missouri on March 14 to 
talk with workers and business ex-
ecutives at Boeing Co. 
The main subject of the discus-
sion was the progress of Trump’s tax 
plan, and how he claims it will save 
both families and companies bil-
lions of dollars. Trump listened to 
representatives from 10 companies 
in the metro area, hearing stories 
about how the “Tax Cut and Jobs 
Act” has allowed individual fami-
lies to invest in health care or col-
lege funds for their children.
In broad strokes fashion, Trump 
announced that with this tax act 
“we helped Wall Street, we helped 
Main Street, we helped everybody.” 
Trump insisted that the tax act is 
entering a second phase, which he 
claims will help companies in addi-
tion to the middle class, but he and 
his fellow cabinet members were re-
luctant to discuss details of the new 
phase.
After his visit to Boeing Co., 
Trump also attended a fundraising 
event for Missouri Attorney Gener-
al Josh Hawley, who is attempting 
to unseat Democratic Senator Claire 
McCaskill in the upcoming election. 
The event took place at the Fronte-
nac Hilton and was closed to the 
press and public. Hawley served 
as the Missouri’s main liaison to 
Trump during his visit, as Gover-
nor Eric Greitens is in the middle of 
a felony indictment for invasion of 
privacy.
Trump addresses a crowd at Boeing Co. in St. Louis.
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Joseph Salamon
News Editor
Trump Touts Massive 
Tax Cuts in Missouri
University of Missouri-St. Louis students were given the 
chance to see macaws and eagles 
up-close, participate in treasure 
hunts and attend a comedic pi-
rate-themed opera during the cam-
pus’ first Pirate Week.
UMSL’s Pirate Week consist-
ed of a week-long celebration with 
pirate-themed events. There was a 
campus-wide treasure hunt, Pirates 
Seen Through Art History event, 
a contribution by the World Bird 
Sanctuary, a showing of “Muppet 
Treasure Island,” and “The Pirates 
of Penzance” opera.
On March 14, the World Bird 
Sanctuary brough various types of 
pirate themed birds to the Touhill 
Main Terrace Lobby. These birds 
included macaws, the bird typical-
ly depicted sitting on pirates’ shoul-
ders, as well as bald eagles who are 
known as “pirates of the sky” due to 
their tendency to swoop down and 
steal people’s food.
“The Pirates of Penzance,” a 
comedy opera performed by UMSL 
Opera Theater at the Touhill, ran 
from March 16 to March 18. Stella 
Markou, the director of vocal stud-
ies and opera theater at UMSL, de-
scribes “The Pirates of Penzance” 
as a “celebration of music and silli-
ness.” The opera revolves around a 
band of pirates who are not so great 
at what they do; they are not very 
good at robbing and plundering. 
Upon turning 21 years-old, one of 
the pirates falls in love but cannot 
be with her due to his commitment 
to the pirates.
“The Pirates of Penzance” was 
originally created by Arthur Sulli-
van and and W.S. Grant in 1873 and 
debuted at the Fifth Avenue Theatre 
in New York. While the basic prem-
ise has remained the same over the 
years, it is often adjusted be more 
contemporary when put into pro-
duction in modern times. For in-
stance, when Markou adapted her 
vision for the play, she gave a more 
prominent role to the mermaids that 
originally had a lesser role.
Before the opera begins, there 
was an educational lecture from pi-
rate expert Dr. Mark Hannah. Mark-
ou included Hannah’s pre-show 
lecture as a way to combine the the-
matic, comedic and theatrical ele-
ments of pirate culture.
Dustin Steinhoff
Staff Writer
Pirates Plunder 
UMSL During First-
Ever Pirate Week
Death Row Exonerees Share 
Their Experiences
person's birthday and social security 
number. The judge did not overturn 
the verdict and Griffin was given a 
death sentence.
Griffin was placed on suicide 
watch, put in a cell with a paper 
gown and was monitored by a cam-
era at all times. After some time, 
Griffin was released from suicide 
watch and was returned to a regu-
lar cell as a death row inmate.
“You are sitting there and you 
cannot believe it. You think, ‘did 
I deserve this?’ It plays with your 
mind,” Griffin said.
Over the course of his journey, a 
number of Griffin’s lawyers encour-
aged him to plead guilty and take 
the life sentence with parole after 
50 years.
Eventually, one of Griffin’s law-
yers was able to find the classifica-
tion file Griffin had told her to look 
for that proved Jeffrey Smith, the 
man actually guilty of the crime, was 
found to have a homemade weapon 
in his pocket the day the murder 
took place. Griffin was given a new 
trial based on the new evidence. The 
judge ruled he had no jurisdiction to 
rule on the evidence.
The case eventually went to the 
Supreme Court and was overturned. 
Griffin had spent the years from 
1988 to 2011 on death row. He was 
not released from prison until 2013.
“Even though I am free, I still 
lost,” Griffin said.
In 1986, Amrine was sentenced 
to death for the murder of anoth-
er inmate, a crime he also did not 
commit. He was on death row for 
17 years due to the false testimony 
of several inmates who later admit-
ted they had lied. Amrine was also 
given multiple trials after jurors in 
two different trials were found out 
to be racist.
Amrine was released from pris-
on in 2003 when the Missouri 
Supreme Court overturned his con-
viction and death sentence. He was 
46 years old.
“When I went to prison, my son 
was two years old. When I got out, 
he was in his twenties,” Amrine said.
Their battles did not end after 
their exoneration, however. While 
former inmates on parole are given 
access to programs such as Medic-
aid, exonerees are not able to quali-
fy for it. Amrine was given $133,000 
for the years he spent in jail for a 
crime he did not commit and was 
told he had to pay $56,000 in taxes. 
Griffin was not given any compensa-
tion and was charged for room and 
board for the time he spent in pris-
on. Though difficult, Amrine tries to 
stay positive.
“If I spent the rest of my life mad 
at everything, it is not worth living,” 
Amrine said.
Instead of being angry at their 
circumstances, Griffin and Am-
rine have channeled their anger to 
try and promote change. Attendees 
were encouraged to sign up for the 
mailing list to Missourians for Al-
ternatives to the Death Penalty to 
receive updates on upcoming exe-
cutions, one of which is scheduled 
to happen on March 20.
Continued from page 1
